
 
 
                                                                                                                    
         February 9, 2026 
The Honorable Sean P. Duffy 
Secretary of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.  
Washington, D.C.  20590  
 
Dear Secretary Duffy,  

On behalf of the Rowan Chamber of Commerce, we humbly request your support of the 
grant application from the Town of East Spencer, North Carolina, which, in partnership 
with Rowan County, North Carolina, is requesting $25,000,000 in federal funding 
through the “Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development” (BUILD) grant 
program for the Town of East Spencer I-85/SR2114 Interchange Construction Project.  
The project, to be matched with $14,980,340 in non-federal funds (37% of the total 
project cost) would convert Correll Street/McCanless Road (SR2214) from an underpass 
to an interchange on I-85 in Rowan County.  

Historically, the Town of East Spencer has been isolated from neighboring communities; 
therefore, this project that will provide direct access to I-85 not only will provide greater 
community connectivity and mobility for its citizens but will also attract needed 
investment to create manufacturing jobs and opportunities for advancement. 

A robust partnership of the Town of East Spencer, Rowan County, the Cabarrus-Rowan 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT) has produced a significant amount of preliminary review, 
including the issuance of an Interchange Access Report (IAR) in July 2023 by NCDOT 
that noted that the project had been reviewed by the FHWA and “no concerns were noted 
with the interstate access as proposed.” 

We strongly encourage you to support the BUILD grant for our community. For more 
information, please contact me at (704) 633-4221 or espalding@rowanchamber.com     
 
Sincerely,  
 
Elaine Spalding 
Elaine Spalding, CCE 
President  
Rowan Chamber of Commerce  
Salisbury, North Carolina 

mailto:espalding@rowanchamber.com
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January 28. 2026 

Secretary Sean Duffy 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: BUILD Grant Letter of Support 

Dear Secretary Duffy: 

The Cabarrus Rowan Metropolitan Planning Organization (CR MPO) is pleased to offer this Letter 
of Support for the Town of East Spencer, North Carolina, which in partnership with Rowan County, 
North Carolina, is requesting $25,000,000 in federal funding through the "Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development" (BUILD) grant program for the Town of East Spencer I-
85/SR2114 Interchange Construction Project, converting an underpass to a full access interchange 
of I-85 in Rowan County. 

This project offers a vital opportunity to tackle the long-standing transportation and economic 
issues that the Town faces and will also greatly improve safety for motorists and pedestrians, 
including parents and children traveling to the adjacent Hanford-Dole Elementary School. 

Historically, the Town of East Spencer has been isolated from neighboring communities; therefore, 
this project that will provide direct access to I-85 not only will provide greater community 
connectivity and mobility for its citizens but will also attract needed investment to create jobs and 
opportunities for advancement. 

A robust partnership of the Town of East Spencer, Rowan County, the Cabarrus-Rowan 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT) has produced a significant amount of preliminary review, including the issuance of an 
Interchange Access Report (IAR) in July 2023 by NCDOT that noted that the project had been 
reviewed by the FHWA and "no concerns were noted with the interstate access as proposed." This 
grant represents a transformative opportunity for East Spencer and the residents of Rowan County 
and surrounding areas and I would request that you provide careful consideration of this project. 

::Jl�J;,� 
Meredith Smith, Chair 

cc: Secretary Daniel Johnson, NCDOT 
Mr. John Rhyne, NCDOT Division 9 

Cabarrus-Rowan TAC 

Mayor Barbara Mallett, Town of East Spencer 
Mr. Michael Douglas, Town of East Spencer 
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-Mayor Jonathan D. Williams- 

 

February 5, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean P. Duffy 
Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject:  BUILD Grant Letter of Support 

Dear Secretary Duffy: 

I write to offer my support and endorsement for the Town of East Spencer, North Carolina, which, in 
partnership with Rowan County, North Carolina, is requesting $25,000,000 in federal funding 
through the “Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development” (BUILD) grant program for the 
Town of East Spencer I-85/SR2114 Interchange Construction Project.  The project, to be matched 
with $14,980,340 in non-federal funds (37% of the total project cost) would convert Correll 
Street/McCanless Road (SR2214) from an underpass to an interchange on I-85 in Rowan County.  

The project offers a vital opportunity to tackle the long-standing transportation and economic 
issues that the Town faces and will also greatly improve safety for motorists and pedestrians, 
including parents and children traveling to the adjacent Hanford-Dole Elementary School.  

Historically, the Town of East Spencer has been isolated from neighboring communities. By 
providing direct access to I-85, this project will not only provide greater community connectivity and 
mobility for its citizens but, also attract needed investment to create jobs and opportunity. 

Rowan County has many assets to leverage, such as reasonably priced land supported by natural 
gas lines, rail access, electrical generation and water/wastewater treatment capacity, and an 
underutilized labor force. To maximize the opportunity for our community to contribute to industrial 
development, some infrastructure needs must be met. Collectively, these projects are known 
locally as the Northern Rowan Connector, to promote regional connectivity, enhance quality of life, 
and bolster the economies of Rowan County’s northern gateway communities. The new I-85 exit is 
one of these key projects. 



-Mayor Jonathan D. Williams- 

While the Town of East Spencer runs adjacent to I-85 for over four miles, access is currently limited 
to only one interstate interchange and few parallel access roads. To adequately serve existing 
industrial clients, residential developments, and to open new land for economic development, East 
Spencer needs an additional interchange. 

A robust partnership of the Town of East Spencer, Rowan County, the Cabarrus-Rowan Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has 
produced a significant amount of preliminary review, including the issuance of an Interchange 
Access Report (IAR) in July 2023. In this, NCDOT that noted that the project had been reviewed by 
the FHWA and “no concerns were noted with the interstate access as proposed.” 

While our neighbors in East Spencer are leading this project, we wholeheartedly support this effort 
that will lead to increased economic opportunity for everyone in our area. Additional employment, 
housing, commerce, and recreation options will be a direct result of a new interstate interchange 
and are significant needs for northern Rowan County. We have seen similar projects to our south 
have transformative effects, with a positive impact on a broad area surrounding the improvements. 
Spencer, the unique High Rock Lake area, and other communities surrounding East Spencer all 
stand to count this project as a win. 

This grant represents a transformative opportunity for East Spencer and the residents of Rowan 
County and surrounding areas. On behalf of Spencer’s Board of Aldermen and our community, I 
thank you for your consideration and ask you and your team to support this important request. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan D. Williams 
Mayor 
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